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Abstract: There are some studies conducted showing that children, from birth until 

they reach seven, are in the stage that they could acquire language easier. The ability 

of an individual to acquire languages will slowly decrease as they surpass puberty. 

How can adults learn language effectively and faster? We are now living in am era of 

globalization, every country and culture has become connected whether it is in 

business, education and other fields. There is a need to be knowledgeable, not in just 

our local tongue, but also in other languages. It has be come a necessity to be able to 

be a part of the community, get better career opportunities, and therefore succeed. 

There are different methods on how we can improve our skills of acquiring 

languages. Different aides like CDs, DVDs, books, dictionaries and magazines can be 

bought easily in bookstores. But experts have agreed that the most important 

method is by submerging ourselves of the language's culture. There are numerous 

experts who agree that the best way and most efficient method of teaching language 

would be what is called as "language immersion." Reading grammar and vocabulary 

books are indeed important in order to increase language knowledge. But it is 

practice and exposure that you would find most helpful when learning a new 

language. For example, if you would go abroad and live there, then it would be 

inevitable that you would pick up the language. You are exposed to different aspects 

of culture that uses the language, like television, movies, radio, restaurants, 

museums, transportation and other public places. 
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Introduction 

Everything changes. There are cultural changes brought about by discovery, invention, 

diffusion, colonization and rebellion. If language is said to be rooted or transmitted in culture, 

therefore, it would be safe to say that language also changes. Languages change when its 

phonetic, morphological, semantic, syntactic and other features also change. 

All languages change. Linguists have examined that the existing languages are based or 

derived from the older languages. This would show how society and social changes would have 

impact or influence on language. For example, before Latin was part of the National Curriculum. 

But as of the present, nobody spoke it since it was perceived to be old and archaic. But linguists 

cannot deny its major influence on present languages. 
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Before, there was a prevailing idea that English would emerge as a world language. But 

according to language British experts, people are more likely to learn not only English but other 

languages, as well. English has become not the leading language, but a second language, 

according to the Journal Science. What we are heading to is not a monolingual culture but into 

a multilingual one. Language diversity is something which can be waiting for us in the future. 

Let's take the internet for example. It has become multilingual. In 1995, 90% of it was in English. 

When 2000 arrived, 75% was in English. When 2003 arrived, English was not only the language 

visible on the internet. Chinese and Africans were already online. This simple example could 

reflect that the world in becoming more multilingual. 

Some linguists like Stephen Anderson from Yale recognizes that multilingualism is 

something normal or natural. This is the normal condition of the people since culture and 

society is also diversified. However it is not correct to say that because society is multilingual in 

nature, then we should avoid learning other languages and stay with what language we know. 

Actually, learning other languages has become an advantage in an era of globalization. This 

would be an advantage when you are after a better education and career opportunity. 

Another interesting future that language would face would be the development of 

technology. There are different translation programs that are able to translate documents in 6 

major languages. Although, it is not a hundred percent perfect, the versions being released 

commercially are improving. 

These programs would soon pave the future where it is possible to talk into different 

languages where computer programs would help in translations and conversations. Although, 

computers where programs like these could be installed may not be portable enough, it would 

eventually be in a few years time. But these programs would not be replacing translators, they 

would still be needed to learn and create the programs. 

There are experts who say that identifying the dominant language in the future is 

difficult. Since everybody has its biases. Even the claim that multilingual would be the language 

of the future, is being disputed. Some still claim that English would be the dominant language. 

The bottom line is that world language is changing and nothing can stop that. Changes in 

communication are happening nowadays. All of these because of the changing demographic 
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trends, technology and international communication. These changes are manifesting not only 

what we are speaking but also in what we are writing. Languages would not stop developing 

because society is undergoing change. Some languages may go extinct but this is to give birth to 

new ones. 

Language immersion will keep learning language balanced. Language is something 

reflected by the people's culture, thus, to understand the language it would be best to 

understand the ideas and concepts behind it by immersing in the culture. Aside from that, it 

keeps learning interactive and fun. You do not have to pour over boring texts for hours and still 

unable to retain anything. Language immersion does not mean you would have to Spain to 

learn Spanish and go to France and fluently speak French. There are different ways to immerse 

ourselves in other cultures without spending too much on the airfare. 

 You could start by renting foreign films and listening to different radio programmes 

using the language of your interest. For example, if you want to learn how to speak 

Spanish, then telenovelas would be a great way to get acquainted with the language. 

Telenovelas play a major role in Latin America's pop culture. There are teachers who 

would testify that students would get involved in the dramas that they do not even 

realize that they are slowly improving their Spanish skills. 

 Foreign films are also great avenues for language immersion. They are interesting, easy 

to access and of course in the language that you would like to learn. 

 If you are not a big fan of foreign dramas and films, then you could certainly learn a lot 

from foreign sports. You could learn from the announcers and fans, just like in drama, 

you get involved with the sports that you keep track of it and gradually understanding 

what those announcers are actually reporting. 

 Radio has played a major role in language acquisition. There are online radios from 

different parts of the globe which you can listen to. You may find it difficult in the 

beginning but later on, you will start to identify more and more words and eventually 

learn the language. 
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 Eating in foreign restaurants would also allow you to get acquainted to foreign dishes 

and how they were pronounced. Some restaurants would even include foreign 

performances while dining. 

Learning different languages could be done in ways that you do not have to spend too 

much or leave the country. But if you feel that travelling will boost your experience and 

education, then go ahead. There are many options that you could choose from, make sure that 

you will be picking out the most practical. 

 

Discussion 

The Successful Teaching of the Adult English Language Learner 

Questions 

What countries are your students from? 

What language(s) do they speak? 

What are their educational backgrounds? 

Who are your students? 

Why are they taking your class? What are their immediate goals? 

 

The first step to the successful teaching of the adult ESL student is to find out some 

basic information about your students and their motives for attending your class. Teaching ESL 

to adults is not like teaching ESL to children. 

 

What are the differences? 

One major difference is life experience. Adult students come to the classroom with 

diverse cultures, knowledge, and frequently an extensive vocabulary because they have more 

life experiences than children. Thus, adults should be assisted in drawing upon their 

backgrounds as they practice literacy skills. Building on what already is known makes the tasks 

of reading, writing, listening, and speaking more consequential and less threatening than a 

curriculum that does not take into account what the student brings to the learning setting. 



The Future of Language and A Culture Immersion | pg. 61 
 

We've talked about life experience. Can you think of another difference between teaching a 

child and an adult? Motivation.  

Adult students are goal oriented and highly motivated. They attend class of their own 

free will and at some personal and financial sacrifice. Absences are due to family and economic 

obligation rather than a lack of motivation. 

 

Do children have immediate life goals that need to be satisfied? 

Adult students usually have very specific and immediate goals. Many are not looking to 

some long-range academic achievement. They need English today, to get a job tomorrow. 

Children are naturally curious, but...Do they see themselves as students? Does the adult ESL 

student? 

Many adult ESL students have a poor self-concept. They do not see themselves as 

students. The undereducated adult is especially convinced they cannot or they do not know 

how to learn. 

Two questions for you, Teacher: 

1. What is your role in the community? Are you... 

Parent Relative Friend Employee Customer Patient Client Parishioner   

2. Do you have many and varied life responsibilities and roles? 

If you have countless roles and varied responsibilities, then you can relate to your adult 

student. You can understand that as parents, workers, friends, and relatives we have many 

roles that must be fulfilled. We have busy schedules. When we take a class, our schedules 

would naturally prevent us from going to class at certain hours due to time or distance. 

Outside the classroom, our students have many diverse interests. Therefore it is important to 

bring these interests to class in the form of relevant class activities. The experiences of our 

students can serve as fodder for our lessons and make our activities more applicable. 

 

Who is the typical adult ESL student? 
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You will be disappointed to learn that there is no typical adult ESL student. Every 

student in a class will have a wide range of backgrounds, skills, and interests. Listed below are 

some of the more important differences: 

1. Literacy or the Low Level Student - one of the most important differences among adult 

students is whether they can read or write in their native language. If students are 

literate in their native language, learning another language is much easier than for the 

non-literate or low-literate student. Why? Because (most) literate students already 

understand the sound/symbol correlation, have a grammar base and many other skills 

that are essential to learning a language. 

2. Formal Education - you will more than likely have students whose educational 

backgrounds range from those with advanced degrees from a foreign university to 

students with little or no formal education. One important thing for you to remember is 

not to underestimate the intelligence of your students. Most are smarter than their 

ability to speak English would seem to indicate. 

You may also experience a wide range of ages that will require you to use diverse 

activities in the classroom in order to reach all of your students. In this case, you can be most 

effective by grouping students by level and doing many activities in small groups. 

What has motivated your students to come to class? 

 You may have students who are very eager to learn English so they can advance in their 

jobs. Their motivation is the dollar. 

 You may have students who are required by their employer to attend classes but who 

do not really care about English at all. Their motivation may be peripheral. 

 You may have the student who has been pressed by family or friends to learn English. 

 Others may have made a decision to learn English for self-improvement. This may be 

true of moms who attend classes because their children are in school and they want to 

be able to talk to their children's teacher. 

 

How can you motivate your students? 
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You will need to find out what your students really want. Regardless of the reasons why 

adult students enter our classrooms, genuine concern, an enjoyable class, and a sense of 

progress will increase motivation once students are there. 

Different theories abound regarding how people learn best and how to teach. Whether 

you're a seasoned teacher or a novice, as you work with your students and exercise your skills, 

you will discover what works and what does not. You will need to be flexible enough to 

continually modify your original plans to meet new student needs and interests. In other words, 

always have a back-up plan! Have that extra game, exercise or activity available. Don't worry. 

You'll find the methods that work best for your students. 

1. Would you want a class composed of reading sounds, words out of context or work on 

isolated grammar problems without immediate application? Yes? No? 

2. Would you like to receive worksheets and other assignments which drill meaningless 

language elements and language skills in isolated contexts? Yes? No? 

It is imperative that we maintain student interest in our classes. So, if you require that 

students read sounds (the alphabet), words out of context (vocabulary lists), or drill grammar in 

isolated situations (He is/are single), then your students may not return to your classroom. 

Adults need immediate application for what they are taught. Our students come to us with a 

wealth of experiences and represent a wide range of educational backgrounds. They should 

have input into how teaching and learning progresses. 

Have you ever taught (or have been a student) in a classroom that was too hot? Too 

cold? How did you feel? Yes? No? Put yourself in your student's place. If you are uncomfortable 

in a classroom that is too hot or too cold, then you know that student will be also. Adults learn 

best when they feel comfortable in the learning environment. 

 

How can we make students comfortable? 

Listen to your students. Interest in the class will remain high if students actively 

participate. Adults learn best when what they are learning can be applied to the world outside 

the classroom. Have you ever sat inactively and listened someone explain something? Do you 

remember what it was? (Think about the question for a moment.) Yes? No? How did you feel? 
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Now, think back to a time when you were actively engaged in learning something as you were 

taught. How did you feel then? Complete the following statement in your own words. There is 

no right or wrong answer. I felt... 

It's a good idea to use techniques and materials that have been chosen on the basis of 

the student's skill level, needs, goals, and learning style. For these reasons, we need to use a 

variety of learning activities in our teaching - what might work for some, might not work for 

others. Each student is an individual. If we do not meet a student's needs, they will not return 

to class. Our students are more directed and involved in instruction when what they are 

learning is useful and meaningful and can be applied to their everyday lives. 

It has been said that people retain: 

- 10% of what they read 

- 20% of what they hear 

- 30% of what they see 

- 50% of what they see and hear 

- 90% of what they say and do 

 

Given the above, what implications do these statements have for teaching adult students? 

Actively involve your students in the learning process. Find out your students' needs and 

wants, and plan your lessons accordingly. Don't ignore the "teachable moment" when for 

example, a student raises a question/concern outside what you're currently teaching or there is 

a breaking news topic. Make sure activities directly relate to students' lives. Adult students 

want more than to sit and watch as you wax philosophically on, for example, count versus non-

count nouns. 

Keep in mind that the adult student has a plethora of lifetime experiences that s/he 

brings to the ESL classroom. As our students learn from us, we learn from them. It's a 

collaborative learning process. S/he may not be able to understand, speak, read or write English 

so use these experiences as a basis for your lessons. 
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